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Planet of the Humans
•  A movie directed and narrated by environmental activist Jeff Gibbs and produced by Ozzie 
Zehner with executive producer Michael Moore

• Original release date – July 31, 2019; 
• Free release date – April 22, 2020 (on 50th anniversary of 1st Earth Day)
• The movie has been widely criticized by many in the sustainable energy research and 

development community.
• Inside Climate News review  (https://insideclimatenews.org/news/29042020/inside-clean-

energy-michael-moore-planet-of-the-humans-review)

• John Rogers, energy analyst from Union of Concerned Scientists, critique   (https://
blog.ucsusa.org/john-rogers/movie-review-michael-moores-planet-of-the-humans-traffics-in-
myths-errors-and-dangerous-misdirection)

•Jeff Gibbs



Global warming/climate change is real 

The main cause is CO2 emissions from fossil fuel consumption.

AGREE





Renewables (solar/wind/hydro/geothermal/biomass) are the 
green solution to replace fossil fuels but not really

• Highly industrialized forms of energy 
• Probably as environmentally damaging as fossil fuels 
• Huge end-of-life waste stream 
• Intermittency is still an issue despite the price of wind and solar coming way down;  

some caseload is still necessary (contra Mark Jacobson and others)  
• Storage via batteries is also high tech with big environmental footprints 

MOSTLY AGREE
TMG comment: Energy density is low (land use is high).. Renewables are the first 
energy transition In the history of humanity where we move from a more dense 
energy form to a less dense one. That’s why it’s doomed to failure or at least a 
dead end. 



Similarly, no mention of CCUS. DISAGREE. 

CLIP



Capitalism & Green Energy Go Together

•Renewables are a profitable business.  
•Oil & gas, mining, lumber, Koch industries all benefit from the green movement 
•Planet of the Humans thinks that this is bad

AGREE

But I don’t necessarily think it’s bad



Biomass is bad; burning forests is bad

•Photosynthesis and combustion are a closed loop 
•Except there is lot’s of fossil fuels used in the agricultural and lumber 
industries

MOSTLY AGREE



Natural gas is still a fossil fuel and still emits CO2

•Ivanpah Concentrated Solar Power (CSP) uses gas 
•Dirty coal plants are replaced by natural gas plants 
•Planet of the Humans is scandalized by this

AGREE

•But it is better than coal  
•Half the CO2 emissions compared to coal for equal 
energy output (kJ or BTU).  

•Nearly double efficiencies possible with combined cycle 
generators 

•US emission reductions in the past decade are due 
mainly to replacing coal with natural gas for electricity 
production.

US Electricity Consumption by Source 
(2007-2020)
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Too Many People
• Neo-Malthusian 
• The problem is too many people and their consumption.  
• Humans are like cockroaches on the planet.

DISAGREE
• The population problem is taking care of itself 
• Best estimates are that it will level off at 9-11 billion as less developed nations 

reach “western” standards (economic development and education of women 
contribute most to reduction of population growth rates 

• Industrialization including industrialized agriculture, urbanization reduce the 
human footprint and allow for more wild-ing



Anti-growth. Less is more. 

•Planetary limits to growth.  
•Finite planet DISAGREE

•Law of Conservation of Matter says that never really use anything up.  
•Radical recycling—it’s hard, costly, and inconvenient but quite doable 
(with enough energy) 

•Lots of energy (solar, nuclear-fission and fusion, geothermal) 
•Even CO2 can be converted back into fuel—it just takes energy. 
•With energy and the right chemistry we can turn CO2 and N2 into food. 
Plants do it!  But, let’s not pollute while we’re doing it. 

•Also, urbanization (concentrating human impacts in cities) actually allows 
for more “wild-ing” as does high intensity, industrialized agriculture.  



Nuclear not an option
• Hardly a mention of nuclear.  
• And there is no Part 2 that is pro-nuclear as some suspected. The main trio (Gibbs, 

Moore, and Zehner) are strongly anti-nuclear mostly based on weapons proliferation 
and nuclear waste storage issues. 

DISAGREE
• Nuclear is high density, low footprint energy source 
• Similarly, no mention of CCUS



Questions
Are creation care advocates Luddites (anti-technology/anti-innovation)? 

Is anti-consumerism or  “less is more” the Christian way? 

Does stewardship involving using natural resources for the well-being of humanity 
(and other creatures)? 

Do the 3 billion people without electricity “deserve” a electricity driven lifestyle? Is 
providing electricity to 3 billion poor people consumerism? 

Is there a difference between techno-idolatry and using technology as a gift from 
God to serve humanity (and other creatures)?



Questions

Is it true that “wild-ing” is enhanced by urbanization, nuclear power, and 
industrialized agriculture? 

What do we think about overpopulation? Is it a problem? Can a Christian 
support forced population control?


